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N this editionſome remarks are added, and 
many omiſſions have been made, of things 
which appeared to have their uſe for a 
ſeaſon, but which I feel no inclination to re- 
peat and propagate. It was no part of 
worldly prudence to exaggerate by ſeverities 
a numerous claſs of people, whole intereſt, 
bigotry and pride, could hardly fail to in- 
flame their paſſions into a furious oppoſition 
even to a gentle adverſary. Was it to be 
expected, beyond a few exceptions of bet- 
ter ſpirits, that men, the welfare of whoſe /a- 
laries is commenſurate with that of their con- 
gregations, and demands of courſe a regular 
repetition of prayers, equally long and fer- 
vent in their behalf, coul — the preſent 
queſtion with a ſober impartiality? Or could 
it be conceived, that reviewers, generally 
ſpeaking, conſummate profligatesin theirlite- 
rary capacities; diſregarding alike the inju- 
ries, which they inllicl, and the guilt which 
they incur by their precipitate, prejudiced 
and inconſiſtent * could it be con- 
ceived, I ſay, that ſuch habitual aſſaſſins of 
induſtry, learning and reputation, would de- 
viate 


(4) 


viate into rectitude on this occaſion? An 
empty, conceited blockhead, with no know- 
ledge beyond the publications of the day, 
and the intelligence of his club, exalts him- 
ſelf into the critical tribunal ; becomes a 
Noa of baſeneſs, and an extenſive = 
I [ 


c miſchief, by this uſurpation of a moſt ar- 
duous and important province, which re- 
quires beyond every other, the united qua- 
lities of the head and heart, learning and ge- 
nius, candour and benevolence, unſullied ho- 
nour, delicacy of feeling, and a pure diſin- 
tereſted love of truth. | 

A revewer and villainy do not appear at 
firſt obviouſly connected; but inſert the in- 
termediate terms, hunger—bread—a merce- 
nary, unhrincipled employer the inclination 
of the majortty, (always, according to the 
Greek proverb, depraved; which is allo- 
ſuitable to the ſcriptural declaration, many 
there be that go in thereat) and you have a So- 
7ites as legitimately ſyllogiſtical, as ever was 
conſtructed for the eſtabliſhment of a general, 
I do not ſay an unzwer/ſal truth. 

With reſpect to the articles of temper and 
moderation, no two perſons are agreed in the 

urport of theſe terms, It is in vain to look 
br general approbation in this view, when the 

oint in diſcuſſion is obnoxious. I latel 
1 a very intelligent and reſpectable man, 


and a ſcholar too, ſpeak of Dr. Prieſiley's 
| Addreſs 


$6. 
Addreſs to the people of England, as violent 
and abuſive; when, in my * it was 
ſcarcely poſſible for the gentleſt ſpirit to ac- 
quit hankelf with more temper and modera- 
tion, under ſuch aggravating circumſtances. 
What would he have thought, ſaid I to my- 
ſelf, of my addreſs to the people of England, 
had I written one in the Doctor's ſituation ? 
Clamorous accuſations of the audacity 
and licentiouſneſs of writers will never 
ſlacken from the worldling, and the drone : 
but, when robbers, under the names of miniſ- 
ters, penſioners, and placemen, are enriching 
themſelves by enormous appropriations of 
the public money, without any adequate 
ſervice to the community, whilſt one third of 
their fellow-citizens are actually ſtarving for 
want of food, and inſulted by the pretended 
proſperity of the times: when the higher 
churchmen {lumber in their ſtalls, and leave 
the heat and burden of the day, to a curate 
_ almoſt famiſhing : a writer, in my opinion, 
who ventures to chaſtiſe enormities like theſe, 
will look in vain for words ſufficiently re- 
preachful and ſevere, through the compaſs 
of our vocabulary. | 
In Brjhoþ Newton's account of his own 
life, is the following curious piece of hiſto- 
ry, which may polhbly gratify the reader. 
It is allo well known that Dr. Middle- 
on wrote a Treatiſe of the inutility and 
| inefficacy 


. vüi) 


* jnefficacy of prayer. Mrs. Middleton, 
*& however, never thought proper to publiſh 
ce it in her liſe time; and the Biſhop has 
« heard that Dr. Heberden, a particular 
e friond of Dr. Middleton, and to whom 
« his widow left all his papers, has ſince 
* committed it to the flames. An act wor- 
« thy of ſo good a man, and the fitteſt end 
5 of ſuch a work!“ 

Without any approbation of the ſenti- 
ments of Dr. Middleton, I beg leave to re- 
preſent my opinion of this action, as decla- 
ratory of extreme imbecillity of mind in this 
reſpect, and inconſiſtent with a genuine love 
; TRUTH. She wants not much helps for 
$ her ſupport ; but delights m triumphs, made 
; more glorious by the {kill and vigour of her 
Fj e vg Some men appear to conceive of 
her, as an empty helplels 1dol, propped and 
nailed to the wall to keep it from falling. It 
is not eaſy, in my judgement to determine, 
whether — wretched conduct more de- 
ſerves pity or indignation. 


Hackney, Oct. 25th, 1792. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Ki Tov rouge TolouTovg ou paceeTvears MIrouUs Xp1 youre bit, yt 
cure (EYGANG xegoaiverrt; Toouyra robe No οοε, ANAG π%νν Hαſ bes, 
600 TW nora Benfourrts, Bs x11Iuvevg oPa; evTovg xabioacy, 

LYSIAS, 


I have nothing in view but TxuTH; which, next to 


VIRTUE, is the nobleſt poſſeſſion of mankind. | 
Lord BARRINGTON? 


Our beſt ideas of the sUePREME BEIN, whe- 
ther collected from contemplating the works of 
the creation, or inferred from the attributes of 
an univerſal creator, governor, and parent, con- 
ſpire to convince us, that all the plans of his pro- 
vidence and all the meaſures of his adminiſtration 
are directed, at leaſt to the final happineſs of 
mankind, But the various irregularities, which 
_ preſent themſelves to our notice on every fide, 
and the ſcenes of miſery and vice, which are 
exhibited both in the world at large and in the 
ſphere of private life, demonſtrate with equal 
concluſiveneſs, that this great end, the happineſs 
of mankind, is not to be accompliſhed by any 
inſtantaneous and violent efforts of Omnipotence, 
but by the permanent operation of gentle cauſes ; 
uniformly, ſteadily, and imperceptibly exerting 

B _ themſelves 
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themſelves on the mind, and gradually reQifying 
the manners of the ſpecies. The lord of Nature 
deals with us, not as a maſter with his ſervant, but 
as a parent with his child. We are ſenſible of a 
will and powers of our own: we feel the mild con- 
ſtraints of a diſcipline calculated ultimately to 
improve our pleaſures and advance our welfare; 
and we perceive, whilſt diſorderly individuals are 
apparently fruſtrating the ſchemes of the divine 
adminiſtration, the world at large to be thriving 
by a regular growth to the maturity of happineſs 
and virtue. 

In this general view of the intentions of God 
and the circumſtances of humanity, if we ſurvey 
the two Revelations, which are generally allowed 
by Chriſtians to come from heaven, we ſhall ſee 
the tenour of them conformable to this idea of 
gradual perfection, and conſequently analogous 
to the progreſs of individual life. An infanqy, 
a youth, and a manhood, are clearly diſcernible in 
the ſeveral ſtages of religicus communication. 

Accordingly, to an attentive and judicious 
examiner, the Jewiſh inſtitution will appear ad- 
mirably calculated for the exigencies of that peo- 
ple, to whom it was diſpenſed. Accuſtomed, as 
the Iſraelites had been for ſuch a ſeries of years, 
to the contemplation and practice of gentle ſuper- 
ſtition under it's moſt ignoble ſtate of degradation 
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in Ægypt“; they were obviouſly unfit for a pure 
ſyſtem of mere rational and intellectual religion: 
and indeed any ſcheme of worſhip, materially 
different from the tenour of the Moſaic ordinances, 
would have outraged every principle of prudence, 
ſuggeſted by an inſight into human life. The 
natural and moral ſyſtems are correſpondent in this 
reſpect. The eye, long ſhut up in darkneſs, would 
be deſtroyed by the ſudden glare of daylight: and 
an attempt at haſty reformation, like an inſtan- 
taneous tranſition from intemperance to ſobri- 
ety f, would not only defeat it's own purpoſe, 
but ultimately injure the object of it 1. That 

primary 


* Exod. xxxli. 1,—5 Deut., xxxii. 16 and 17. 
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i TWy Tg&&Tww Seeger oxy. Euf. Prep. Ev. vii. 8. To 
the ſame purpoſe lee ſome excellent remarks in the 1ſt 
book and 2d chapter of his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
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Hominis. 
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primary article of all religion, the unrTy of the 
firſt cauſe, and the ſupreme dominion of IE Ho- 
van throughout the univerſe, were points at all 
events to be ſecured; and were accordingly made 
the fundamental principles of the Moſaic ſyſtem 
of faith and practice. But a variety of ceremo- 
nal performances, ſuch as the Jews had long 
uſed and revered, were in all reaſon to be in- 
dulged to the groſs conceptions of a ſtubborn, 
ſenſual, and unenlightened race of men. Mate- 
rial impreſſions, manual ſervices, and animal ſa- 
crifices were expedient and neceſſary to occupy 
the attention* and to reform the habits of theſe 
rude 


xi TONITIEY) XAT AS TI KEE NgOvou 4a ,.. Xende. Dion Caſſius 
Ixx111- 10. n 

Let us here admire God's wiſdom in our firſt reformers, 
who proceeded ſo moderately in a matter of ſo great con- 
ſequence, To reform all at once, had been the ready way 
to reform nothing at all, New wine mult be gently poured 
into old bottles, leſt the ſtrength of the liquor, advantaged 
with the violence of the infuſion, break the veſſel,” — 
Fuller's Church-hiſtory, book vii. Compare Matt. ix. 15, 
18, where the ſame propriety is enforced by our Saviour. 


* Lyranus expoſuit ſpeciales fines, propter quos Deus 
Iſrael: tot imperavit ſacrificia. Primus eſt, ut eos a con- 
ſueta Idolatria dimoveret: cultus enim veri Dei tantam 
curam requirebat, ut vix ullum tempus poſſent reperire de 
idolis cogitandi. Et ipſæ, quas ſacrificabant, beſtiæ do- 
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13 
rude votaries of religion. Conſidered in this 
light, the Levitical polity, if I miſtake not, will 
be found pregnant with intrinſic wiſdom and con- 
ſummate ſagacity: independent of the beauty, 
the dignity, and the benevolence of the moral 
code of Moſes, which is impreſſed with indubita- 
ble marks of the Divinity. 

From the limit of the legation of Moſes to the 
confines of the Babyloni/h captivity, the infancy 
of revealed religion may be computed, During 
that captivity, and onwards to the appearance 
of the Meſſiah, the great teachers of the Few:/h 
nation were gradually inculcating on their coun- 
trymen a purer and more ſublime morality, a 
more unencumbered and ſpiritual devotion, The 
utter inſignificancy of ceremonial obſervances 
in the eye of the ſupreme Being, when put in 
competition with refined aſfections, with active 
benevolence, and a holy life, were maintained in 
the moſt explicit language and inculcated with the 
moſt earneſt aſſiduity. The truly evangelical de- 
claration of the prophet Mica was indeed the 
ſubſtance of prophetic admonition: He hath 


cere eos poterant vanitatem idolorum Ægypti, que ipſi 
aliquando coluerant, Mactatio quippi bovis vel arietis 
clare oſtendebat Apim ac Hammonem vanitatem eſſe meram. 
Lightfoot. Compare Matt, ix. 8, 7 


ſhewed 


3 
if 
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 ſhewed thee, O] man, what is good; and what doth 
the lord require of thee, but to do juſily, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God *? The meſſengers 
of 7ehovah declared, that the common father of 
mankind would accept in every place, as well as 
in Jeruſalem, the bloodleſs ſacrifices of benevolent 
and uſeful actions; and the pure incenſe of a 
blameleſs converſation T. And, it is moſt certain 
from the writings of their teachers and from hiſto- 
ric evidence not to be queſtioned, the dottrine of 


a reſurrection from the grave conſtituted an article 
ſo undiſputed in the 7euiſi creed, that a diſbelief 
thereof was conſidered as an enormity and a ſin- 
gularity, equally peculiar and remarkable with 
znjudelity at this day.—This period may be termed 
the youth of revelation ; Chriſtianity was it's man- 
hood and maturity. The doctrine of redemption 
from the conſequences of Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
by the atchievement of immortality through the 
medium of the Mess1an; a doctrine, recorded 
with ſuch magnificence of language in'the Goſpel- 
Writings; proclaimed, exemplified, and aſcer- 
tained by 5eſus of Nazareth; was propoſed to 
mankind amidſt a moſt auguſt diſplay of cæleſtial 
agency, accompanying this unexampled commu- 


* *Micah, vi. 8. T Zeph. i. 1. Mal. i. Ls 
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nication of the Deity ; the completion and con- 
cluſion, it ſhould ſeem, of all his religious dif- 
penſations to the human race. | 

But, in my judgement, the ſame analogy and 
progreſſion, which I have endeavoured to point 
out, with reſpect to the ſchemes of revelation at 
large, are true alſo of the Chriſtian diſpenſation 
in it's ſeparate capacity : I mean, that ſome of the 
goſpel inſtitutions were immediately and ſolely cal- 
culated for the infancy and the youth of it's profeſ- 
ſors; and many practices“, during this twilight of 
Fudaiſm and Chriſtianity, were then prevalent, but 
not obligatory even in thoſe days, and much leſs 
in a future period, on thoſe Chriſtians, who had 
attained a more ſpiritual apprehenſion of their 
religion, and could digeſt the ſtrong meat of men 
grown up to the fullneſs of the ſtature of ChriſtF. 


The apoſtles appear to have perſevered in their obſer- 
vance of the Fewifh ritual, and to have affociated it, as far 
as was pratticable, with Chriſtianity. This is ſufficiently 
evident from their hiſtory in the As. Bt the greater 
part of the Jewiſh ſyſtem was actually rendered impracti- 
cable by the deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the removal of the 
Tfraelites from their native land, as Euſebius well argues in 
his Evangelical Demonſtration, The Fews ought to have 
paid more attention to this practical proof of the abolit ion 
of their ceremonial law, 


7 Heb, v. 16. Eph. iv. 11, 
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This general idea I ſhall attempt to enforce by 
conſidering three inſtitutions, as they are eſteemed, 
of Chriſtianity: though my firſt topic of diſcuſſion, 
that of public worſhip, need not have recourſe to 
this hypotheſis for ſupport ; having no title, I ap- 
prehend, as it is now performed, to an injunction, 
or practice, of Chriſt and his apoſtles. But, if it 
were an original appendage of the goſpel, this ar- 
gument of progreſſive practical perfection, ground- 
ed on the exigencies of early times, the genius of 
the goſpel, the analogy of the divine diſpenſa- 
tions, and the character of the human mind, 
would conſtitute alone, in my eſtimation, an 
irrefragable objettion, oppoſed by nothing better 
than mere uſage and preſcription. 

The firſt ſubject, which I propoſe to conſider 
is, The expediency and propriety of public, or ſocial, 
worſhip: and I ſhall treat of it under the following 
heads of diſcuſſion : 


— — 


SECTION I. 


THE PRACTICE OF OUR SAVIOUR HIMSELF, 


For, I think it is allowed by every claſs of 
Chiriſtians without exception, that we are bound, 
as far as his example can be made applicable to 
our 


yg 
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our circumſtances, to be imitators of Chriſt*; and 
that he left us an example, that we ſhould follow his 


ftepsF. 


Upon this queſtion, our only guides are the 
evangeliſts, who have compoſed narratives, and 
in many reſpeas circumſtantial narratives, of the 
life and actions of their maſter. This is the au- 
thority, to which all believers will bow the knee: 
this is the tribunal, by which all our controverſies 
muſt be awarded. I ſhall bring forwards thoſe 
paſſages, that have any relation to this ſubjett, in 
the order preſented to us by the goſpels themſelves 
beginning with the goſpel of St. Matthew. 

And, when Jeſus had ſent the multitudes away, 
he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and, 
when the evening was come, he was there alone T. 

Our Saviour had juſt been feeding, by a mira- 
culous ſupply of proviſions, five thouſand men, be- 
ſides women and children, in a deſart place, and 
diſtreſſed for food. Whilſt their hearts were ex- 
panding with gratitude to their benefactor, and 
their ſouls wrapt in admiration of this ſtupendous 
exertion on their behalf; a ſuitable opportunity 
was then undoubtedly offered for ſocial worſhip 


1 Cor, xi. 1. F 1 Pet. ii. 21. 


Matt. xiv, 23. compare Mark vi. 46 and 47. 
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with the multitude. But how different from the 
practice of modern preachers in this reſpe& was 
the conduct of the ſon of God! that ſon, who 
was admitted into the boſom of his father, to 
an intimate knowledge of the diviue will and 
counſels! He, as on all other occaſions, left the 
people to the ſecret impreſſions and undiſturbed 
impulſe of their own mind: he conſigned them to 
their private meditations on that wonderful event, 
which could not fail to meliorate their hearts and 
influence the conduR, by that gradual and uncon- 
ſtrained proceſs, which is conformable to the ge- 
neral dealings of providence with mankind. In 


the mean time, Feſus himſelf, far from the buſtle 


and inſpection of the multitude, retired to offer up 
his unoſtentatious devotions to that omnipreſent 
ſpirit, who ſau in ſecret, and would reward him openly. 
The receſſes of a mountain and the gloom of night 
furniſhed the ſtage and ſcenery for the interceſſions 
and {applications of the holy Nazarene. His temple 
was the unzverſe ; his altar the footſtool of Fehovah z 
his prayers, ſilent communication with the father; 
and his ſanctuary, his own ſpotleſs heart. 


Then cometh Jeſus with the diſciples to a place 
called Gethſemane, and ſaith unto them: Sit ye here, 
while I go and pray yonder. And he went forwards 
| a little, 
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2 little, about a ſtone's caſt; and kneeted 4 and 
prayed *. 

Greater horrors of approaching ſu "IEA gs, more 
exquiſite agony of apprehenſion, than our meek 
and gentle maſter ſuffered at this criſis, never 
agitated the breaſt of man. According to the 
prevalent notions of prayer and devotion in after 
times, no occaſion could call more loudly for 
ſympathizing and ſocial ejaculations, than this 
before us. In the ſeaſons of diſtreſs, under the 
preſſure of diſeaſe, and with the proſpe of diſſo- 
lution, the officious prieſt of our times haſtens to 
adminiſter the ſocial confolations of religion. But 
that Being, who delights in a willing ſervice, and 
has no where promiſed his rewards to any pro- 
feſfrons of love and gratitude at ſuch a juncture; 
will weigh D1$1NTERESTED ACTION only in the 
balance. I was hungry, and ye gave me meat: I 
was thirſty, and ye gave me drink#—No one for 
ſaying, Lord! Lord! fhail enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but he, that doeth the will of my fa- 
ther, which is in heaven F—But Fefus did not call 
on his diſciples to join him in ſocial prayer at 
this hour of ſorrow And who knows what is 
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good for man and pleaſing to God, like 7efus of 
Nazareth*? 

To the ſame purpoſe, in juſtification of private 
prayer and in diſcouragement of ſocial worſhip, are 
the following paſlages of the life of Jeſus. 

And he withdrew himſelf into the wilderneſs, and 
prayed F. 

And it came to paſs in thoſe days, that he went 
out into a mountain to pray; and continued all night 
in prayer to God J. 

And it came to paſs, as he was alone praying, his 
diſciples were with him ||. | 

This laſt ſcripture appears to me peculiarly per- 
tinent, and to deſerve a minute attention. Our 
Lord was detached from- the multitude; whoſe 
tumultuous murmurs indeed, or rude importuni- 
tics, or unharmonizing humours, might have 
broken in upon the tranquillity and decorum of 
united worſhip : but his diſciples were with him, 
and might have joined in his devotions. Our 
Lok p, however, chooſes to pray ALONE, at ſome 
little diſtance, it ſhould ſeem, at the ſpace of a 


* Quiſque igitur his omnibus præceptis cœleſtibus ob- 
temperavit, hic cultor eſt verus Dei; cujus ſacrificia ſunt 
manſuetudo animi, et vita innocens, et actus boni. Lac- 
tant vi. 24. 


Luke v. 16. I vi. 22. ix. 18. 


ſtone's 


2 
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ſtone's throw perhaps, from his friends and fa- 
vourites! This Saviour of the world had no reliſh 
for public prayer; for that ſocial worſhip, which 
conſtitutes the whole religion of ſo large a por- 
tion of the world: a mere carcaſe of ſhew'and 
ceremony, unanimated by the ſoul of ſanctity 
and benevolence ! 

Nor would there be any difficulty in pointing 
out many other ſeaſons in the life of Jeſus, as re- 
corded by our evangeliſts, in which ſocial prayer 
might have been reaſonably expetted, and in after 
ages would certainly have been pratiiſed upon 
the ſuffering aſſembly. But you will ſay, This 
is preſumption and hypotheſus. True: and, if this 
preſumption and hypotheſis were accompanied by 
no arguments, direct, explicit, and not to be 
eluded, ſuch inferences might be regarded as mere 
conjetture, of no efficacy in the preſent queſtion. 
Give me now in return any thing beſides mere 
gratuitous fancy and ſuperſtitious practice; give 
me but oNE SINGLE POSITIVE PROOF of the ex. 
iſtence of ſocial worſhip between CurisT and his 
APOSTLES;—and I retire from the conteſt, and 
reſign the victory. Is it poſſible for any diſpute 
to be ſubmitted to a more equitable iſſue*, than 

this 


* Define quapropter, novitate exterritus iþſd, 
Deſpuere ex animo rationem : fed magis acri 
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this before us? Will ye follow cuſtom, or ſcripture 9 
your prieſt, or Chriſt? I ſay in the language of 
the raelites to their brethren : Conſider of it, and 
ſpeak your minds. Chriſtians, who pretend to a 
love of enquiry and a regard for the ſcriptures, 
might be aſhamed to defend prattices, which reſt 
on no better authority, than the Pop:/h 1 8 
of traditionary ſuperſtitions. 

Fohn in the xviith chapter of his goſpel, has given 
us a longer prayer of 7eſus to his father; but no 
mention is made of any invitation to his apoſtles 
to join, or aſſiſt, him in theſe devotions. And 
our hiſtorian, his favourite diſciple, ſo intimately 
acquainted with the manners and ſentiments and 


diſcourſes of his divine maſter, has left not even 


the ſlighteſt memorial reſpecting him, that I can 
diſcover, which will juſtify any follower of Fefus 
in the continuance of ſuch united devotions as are 
cuſtomary with us, in a family or a congregation. 
No; this practice ſeems to be a part of that hay 
and ſtubble, which has been laid on the foundation 
of Chriſtianity by officious zealots, to be deſtroyed 
by fire. 

We are told in various paſſages by the goſpel- 
writers, that our Lord frequented the Jewiſſi ſyna- 


Judicio perpende ; et, fe tibi vera videtur, 
Dede manus ; aut, fi ſalſa eſt, accingere contra, 
LUCRETIUS, 
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gogues, wherever he came; that he was a conſtant 
attendant in the temple, when at Jeruſalem ; that 
he went into private families on many occaſions ; 
and in all theſe inſtances, not to pray, but for the 


fole purpoſe of promoting, by incidental admo- 
nitions and pious lefſons, the ſubſtantial improve- 


ment of his hearers, in the knowledge and prac- 
tice of genuine, ſpiritual, benevolent religion; a 
religion, not conſiſting of outward exhibitions, 
but of inward influence; not in the honour of 
the lips, but the aſpirations of the heart; not in 
the vain oblations of ceremonial homage, but in 
the pure offering of the wyoLE MAN, body and 
ſpirit, on the altar of the divine will; a religion, 
conſiſting, in ſhort, of a complete dedication of 
our thoughts, faculties, and actions, throughevery 
moment of exiſtence, to Gop's sErvice., Yes: 
the captain of our ſalvation was accuſtomed both 
to walk, and teach, and heal the fick, and diſpute, 
and preach the goſpel *, but never RAY ED, in the 
temple, We are told of his inſtructions and ad- 
monitions in their ſynagogues and houſes f, but not a 
ſyllable of joint prayer, or ſocial worſhip.— And 

* Matt. xxi. 14. Mark xi. 27. Luke 11. 46. xix. 47. 
XXI. 2. 


+ Matt. iv. 2g. in. 36 · xiii. 3,4. Mark Mi. . Luke zv. 
15, 16. x. 39. and many other paſſages in all the goſpels. 


what 
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what ſhall we ſay to theſe things? Is it poſſible, 
that- realities of this important nature could have 
eſcaped the obſervation of theſe eye- witneſſes of the 
liſe and actions of our Saviour; theſe conſtant 
companions of his journeys, of his public ap- 
pearances, and his retirements? Or, on the other 
hand, is it probable, that the evangeliſts ſhould 
decline recording ſuch uſages of their maſter for 
our benefit? Or can any other ſuppoſition be 
deviſed to extricate the patron of ſocial worſip 
from this embarraſſing dilemma? 

But, granting that Chriſt did attend the worſhip 
of the Synagogue, as it was appointed him to ſul- 
fill all righteouſneſs, to conform to circumciſion, 
baptiſm, public worſhip, and all the ordinances 
of Judaiſm, it is manifeſt that his example at the 
Synagogue conveys no more obligation for our 
conforming to religious worſhip than to any other 
Jewiſh ceremony; not to mention that the chief 
object of his attendance there might be the op- 
portunity of inſtruction which it afforded him, 
ariſing from the reading of the Scriptures, the 
chief employment of thoſe aſſemblies. 

A practice, apparently contrary to the ſpirit of 
the Goſpel and the undoubted uſage of it's 
founder, requires nothing leſs than a roS1TIVE 
PRECEPT to give it countenance ; and, as argu- 
ments derived from the general tenour of a diſ- 

penſation 
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penſation, ought in all reaſon to outweigh ſup- 
poſition only, in connection with the uſages of 
particular times and characters. 


—— 
SECTION II. 


OF THE PRECEPTS OF OUR SAVIOUR, 


In the next place, let us take a view of the 


precepts of our Lord, relating to this ſubje&: 


which may be ranked under two heads. 1. Such 
as directly and literally prove public worſhip to be 
unauthoriſed by Chriſtianity, and inconſiſtent 
with it; and 2. Such as by inevitable inſerence 
diſprove and condemn this practice. 

1. We will exhibit the direct evidences upon this 
point. | 

And, when thou prayeſt, be not as the hypocrites ; 


3 f For they love to pray ſtanding in the ſynagogues, and 


in the corners of the ſtreets, that they may be ſeen by 
men: verily I ſay unto you, they have their reward. 
But thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet ; 
and, when thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy father, 
who is in ſecret ; and thy father, who ſeeth in ſecret, 
will reward thee openly *. 


Matt. vi. 5 and 6, 


D Ts 
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To the lover of truth, who wiſhes to adjuſt his 
conduct by the ſtandard of the goſpel, this em- 
phatic paſſage will appear of ineſtimable value, 
and indiſputable as demonſtration. The whole 
weight of the queſtion might be ſecurely reſted 
on this adamantine pillar: and we may defy 
either the ſubtleties of argument to undermine. 
it's baſe, or the force of evidence to throw it 
down. Our divine maſter is here introduced 
as directing his diſciples, in the cleareſt and moſt 
unequivocal declaration that language can con- 
vey, upon the very point of duty, which occupies 
our enquiries. What exception can be imagined 
to teſtimony like this? 

Even the uſe of ſolitary prayer in the ſynagogue 
or any public aſſembly of men, is not obſcurely 
diſapproved by this text: becauſe the reaſon of 
diſapprobation, here alledged againſt thoſe Zew:// 
hypocrites, is inſeparable from the circumſtances 
of the caſe: ſuch a mode of prayer muſt ar. 
ways of neceſſity carry an appearance of oſtenta- 
tion with it. And more notoriouſly muſt this 
effect take place, in the devotions of ſocial wor- 
ſhippers. But, if inferences drawn from the 
former verſe of this quotation be liable to diſ- 
pute, the injunRtions of the latter at leaſt admit 
of no evaſion: they are univerſally intelligible, 


and irreſiſtibly convincing. The witneſs of our 
| N prayers, 
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prayers, according to the command of our great 
inſtructor, is not to be the congregation of Chriſ- 
tians, but the inviſible father of mankind. The 
theatre of our devotions muſt not be the chapel, 
the church, or the cathedral ; tumultuous with 
the buſy hum of men: but the ſecrecy and ſilence 
of the cloſet. It is not, Feſus tells us, the duty 
of an humble Chriſtian, by ringing his bell or 
blowing his horn, to invite multitudes of ſpecta- 
tors to ſtimulate the fervour and to teſtify the 
patience of his devotions; he is not expected to 
ſhew his homage to the ruler of the univerſe, as 
we pay our reſpetts to earthly potentates, in 
crouds and pomp and tumult :—we muſt hut the 
door even of our cloſet, that no eye, ſo much as 
of our own houſhould, may obtrude upon the 
tranquillity of our meditations, and no vanity be 
gratified by the curious obſervance of an admir- 
ing brother. Our concern is with God only. 
Let his inſpettion be our applauſe; and our re- 
compenſe, his approbation. The features of 
reſignation, unſeen by man, will be faithfully 
marked by his eye : the ſecret whiſper, the re- 
tired figh, unheard in the congregation, will 
vibrate on his car, and be regiſtered in the vo- 


lume of his remembrance, to teſtify in our favour 


before men and angels, when the formalities and 
fopperies 
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fopperies of ceremonial worſhip are ſwept into 
oblivion. 25; 


Jeſus faith unto her: Woman, believe me, the 
hour cometh, when ye ſhall neither in this mountain, 
nor yet at Jeruſalem, worſhip the father. | 

But the hour cometh and now 1s, when the true 
worſhippers ſhall worſhip the father in ſpirit and 
in truth : for the father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. 
God is a ſpirit ; and they, that worſhip him, muſt 
worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth &. 

If we attend merely to the literal acceptation of 
the former verſe, it muſt be allowed that the two 
temples of the Jews and Samaritans were alone in- 
tended by our Saviour: but, when the latter verſe 
alſo is taken into conſideration, the abolition of all 
temple worſhip, that is, of all public devotion, and, by 
fair inference, every ſpecies of ceremonial religion, 
is ſpoken of, as deſigned to take place at ſome 
period not long ſubſequent to the time of this 
conference with the woman of Samaria, God was 
providing for himſelf, under the new diſpenſation 
of the Meſſiah, a collection of worſhippers better 
ſuited to the ſpirituality of his own nature, than 
the Jews or Samaritans ; of whom the latter are 
cenſured as miſtaken in their pretenſions, and the 


John iv. 21. 23, 24. 


former 
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former as ſcrupulouſly occupied in the ſuperſtitious 


monial. In oppoſition to the Samaritans, the af- 
fections of the new ſubjeAs of Fehovah were to 
be fixed on a true object, exhibited in his proper 
character, as the univerſal benevolent parent of 
mankind: and again, in oppoſition to the Zews, 
the diſciples of efus were to transfer their homage 
from the forms and ſhadows of godlineſs to the 
ſubſtance ; from external offices to inward piety ; 
from purifications by water, and ſacrifices, and 
oblations, to a rational and mental devotion ;— 
to the uniform conſecration of the thoughts and 
affections, the heart and ſoul, to the will of it's 
creator“. This is the worſhip, which is moſt ac- 
ceptable to God; and this muſt be paid by thoſe, 
who wiſh to accompliſh our Saviour's prediQtion, 
and to become the TRUE WORSHIPPERS of the 
father. 

From this emphatical declaration of our maſter, 
than which nothing more deciſive upon the pre- 
ſent argument can be imagined, I paſs on to the 
conſideration of 

2. The indirect evidence upon this queſtion, 
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In reference to the manner, in which public wor- 
lip is condutted among many ſeas of Chriſtians, 
the following aſſertion of our Lord concerning 
the egſineſs of his religion, is by no means in- 
applicable: 

My yoke is eaſy, and my burden is light *. 

Every man muſt be left to his own judgement; 
but, for myſelf, I feel no difficulty in acknow- 
ledging, that the length and frequency of family 
and public devotions with ſome denominations, and 
particularly the majority of the diſſenters, would 
be to me a moſt irkſome yoke ; an intolerable 
burden, With diſpoſitions as ſerious, with a love 
of virtue as ardent, with a faith as ſincere, as ac- 
tuates any devotee in Chriſtendom, I yawned at 
long prayers in my childhood; I /lumbered over 
them in my maturer years: happy that I was not 
born a ſon of the circumciſion, a babe of puritan- 
:/m, or a nurſling of the mother of the ſaints. 

Now can theſe prattices be at all conformable to 
the genius of Chr:ſtzanzty, that introduce the incum- 
brances of Judaiſm and Popery again ? What then 
is become of the ſpiritual worſhip of the goſpel : 
and where is that liberty, with which Chriſt hath 
made us free, if we muſt entangle ourſelves once more 


with ſuch a yoke of bondage f? Generally ſpeaking, 


© Matt, xi, 30. Gal. v. 1. 
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what is conducive to the religious welfare of one 
deſcription of men, would be equally beneficial 
to another : but the buſineſs of human life muſt 
be ſuſpended, the world would languiſh in ſupine- 
neſs and relapſe to barbariſm, if that portion of 
time were dedufted from uſeful occupations and 
honourable purſuits, which ſome of the clerical 
fraternity and other members of our cathedrals 
( ſome, 1 ſay; for much the greater part diſpenſe 
with theſe formalities) miſemploy in going back. 
wards and forwards three times a day to public 
worſhip. Envious indeed muſt that man be, who 
can grudge the labouring clergy, as the humility of 
their brother Bp. Hor/ley ſtyles them, the little 
emoluments of their ſtations, accompanied by 
ſuch mortification and drudgery as this! In them 
is that ſaying true: One (the RATE) joweth : 
and another (the xxcrTOR) reapeth *. 


But 


„John iv. 379. Two or three years ago I paſt through 
Peterborough, and went to view the Cathedral with ſome 
friends. This church is, I believe, moderately furniſhed 
with bop, deans, prebendaries, and other uſeful and con- 
ſcientious members, who earn the emoluments of this place 
by living in another, to the glory of God and the edification 
of the people committed to their charge: but we only knew 
from our ears, that it was the time of divine ſervice, as 
the virger informed us, At length, however, we ſaw ſome 

| living 
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But I ſay unto you, that in this place is one greater 
than the temple. : 

The fon of man is Lord even of the ſabbath day *. 

Slender muſt his acquaintance be with the writ- 
ings of the New Teſtament, who has not obſerved 
the indirect and incidental manner, in which our 
Lord delivers ſome of his moſt important precepts ; 
leaving his ſuggeſtions to their uninfluenced im- 
preſſions on the docility of his hearers. He made 
his appeal to the candid, and teachable, and un- 


depraved mind: never earneſt in ſoliciting the no- 


tice of men whoſe immoral lives, or untoward diſ- 
poſitions, diſallowed an unbiaſſed contemplation 
of the truth. Whoſo hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
Now, from an attention to this ſtriking peculiarity 
of our divine preceptor, we may reaſonably con- 
clude, that the paſſages above quoted, convey a 
tacit intimation of his intentions alſo; and were 
deſigned, not only to aſſure us of the ſuperiority 
of the Chriſtian revelation to the Jew:/h ritual, but 
to intimate the utter inſignificance of the temple 


living creatures; the parſon, clerk and choriſters, with cheru- 
bic faces, blithe as the huſbandman at the completion of 
his labours; and Two pariſhioners, I mean to be liberal; 
for I am not ſure, that there was more than ons at this 
celebration of puBLICc WORSHIP, 


* Matt. xii. 6. 8. 
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nd the ſabbath under the diſpenſation of the goſ- 
pel: to pronounce the entire diſperſion of temple 
rites, and ſabbatical inftitutions, by the bright pre- 
fence and energetic influence of Chriſtianity, like 
miſts before the fun. All things are become new in 
Chriſt*: ſo that the temple and it's ſervices, the 
fabbath and it's ſocial worſhip, are now no more: 
they are annihilated by the captain of our ſalvation, 
who hath reſcued us from this bondage of corrup- 
tion into the glorious liberty of the ſons of God f. 
In my opinion indeed, as the fabbath was abo- 
liſhed of courſe with the Few:/J ritual, nothing 
ſhort of a eos1T1vE PRECEPT would juſtify the 


| modern obſervance of the fabbath. 


Alaſs ! for you, ſcribes and phariſees, hypocrites ! 
for ye devour widows houſes, and for a pretence 
make long prayers: — ye ſhall receive the 
greater puniſhment Þ. 

This expoſtulation does not neceſſarily involve, 
we own, an abſolute cenſure of theſe long prayers 
of the phariſees, here ſpecified: but, if we reflect 
on other parts of the condutt of our Lord; if we 
obſerve the ſhort formulary, which he himſelf laid 
down as the ſtandard of our devotions, and the 
brevity with which he urged his own petition, in a 
moſt agoniſing moment, Father ! if it be poſſible, let 


* 2Cor.v. 17, + Rom. viii. 21, f Matt. xxiii. 14. 
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this cup paſs from me ! if we take, I ſay, alltheſe 
conſiderations into our account, it muſt be 
thought highly probable even from is paſſage, 
that our Lord deſigned to expreſs his d:ifapproba- 
tion of LONG PRAYERS. But this concluſion be- 
comes ſtill more reaſonable, if we obſerve alſo, 
how, in a former diſcourſe to his diſciples, he 
cautioned them againſt vain repetitions in their 
prayers after the manner of the heathen ; and at 
the ſame time reflect, that long prayers are ſcarcely 
practicable without ſome of that idle and babbling 
tautology ſo explicitly forbidden. And this ob- 
jection applies forcibly to the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, and (but in a leſs degree) to 
the prayers of diſſenting congregations. 

More paſlages of ſcripture might be brought 
with great propriety in eltabhſhment of the pro- 
poſition now before us; but is it requiſite to dwell 
with ſo much ſcruple on leſs obvious arguments, 
when others have been adduced, ſo pointed, un- 
equivocal, and pertinent? Nor, on the other 
hand, are the objeQtions, which may be advanced 
in oppoſition to the general concluſion of ſuch a 
magnitude as to render a long diſcuſſion neceſſary. 
What texts appear to me not unlikely to be 
eſteemed unfavourable to my concluſion, ſhall 
now be preſented to the reader. 


 SEC- 
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SECTION IIL 


OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED. 


Tux addreſs in the Lord's prayer, our father, 
and not my father, may ſeem to imply a fociety 
of worſhippers, uniting in the petitions of that 
formulary of devotion. But this argument will 
appear of no weight, if we refle&, that the capi- 
tal precept of Chriſtianity is UNIVERSAL BENE= 
VOLENCE ; and that the whole tenour and ſpirit 
of this religion, in which there is neither Few nor 
Greek, bond nor free, no diſtinction of ſect, nation 
or profeſſion, before God,—inculcates an idea 
of the perfect equality of all mankind, as the 
offspring of one common parent, and labours to 
inſpire us with a ſympathetic intereſt in the wel- 
fare of each other. How then can a profeſſor 
of this diſintereſted comprehenſive ſyſtem, expreſsly 
commanded, as he is, to look not on his own things 
only, but on the things of others * ;—the ſum and 
ſubſtance of whoſe religion is, to love his neighbour 
as temfelffF; how ſhall ſuch a man, I ſay, under 
theſe circumſtances, offer up even his private de- 


* Phil, ii. 4. + Matt. xxit. g9. 
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votions but as one amongſt many children in the 
family of the father of the univerſe? This wor- 
ſhipper, under the influence of the expanded 
philanthropy of the goſpel, aſſociated with all his 
actions and invigorating every emotion of his 
ſoul ; this worſhipper, I ſay, ſhut up indeed as 
to the body in a cloſet, but expatiating in idea 
among all the families of the earth; will habitually 
cry out, not My father, but our father ! not my 
God, but our God ! 

Another objettion may poſſibly be raiſed from 
Matt. xvuil. 20. 

For, where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midſt of them. 

But, let me aſk, can two or three be aſſembled 
in the name of God, that is, I preſume, to pro- 
mote his glory and the purpoſes of providence, 
on no other occaſion but that of public worſhip ? 
Is human happineſs, the grand object of the di- 
vine adminiſtration, to be promoted no where 
but in a church or chapel; and by no means, but 
the united voices of a prieſt and the congregation ? 
Suppoſe now, for example, there ſhould exiſt in 
any country, a ling, totally unconcerned for the 
real honour and welfare of his people, ſolely 
occupied in gratifying his own humours and ag- 
grandiſing himſelf and family, whilſt his ſubjets 
are ſinking beneath the preſſure of accumulated 

burdens; 
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burdens; —ſuppoſe alſo, that this king is encom- 
paſſed by favburites, inſolent, arbitrary and un- 
feeling, and guided by miniſters, whoſe public 
lives are one uniform ſeries of prattical political 
depravity : in this caſe, ſhould any number of peo. 
ple meet in conſultation upon the means of redreſſ- 
ing theſe grievances, and ſtopping this career of 
wickedneſs ;—will any man venture to aſſert, that 
ſuch patriots are not as effectually and truly aſ- 
ſembled in the name of that God, who has appointed 
governours only for the op“ of the governed; as 
any congregation whatever can be, in the perfor. 
mance of public worſhip ? I think not. 

TI might quote too Luke iii. 21. Jeſus alſo 
being baptiſed and praying : but this paſſage, and 
whatever others there may be at all reſembling 
it, would be interpreted as inferring focial prayer, 
rather than private and mental, without any pre- 


Rom. x111, 4. 
Nihil aliud eſſe imperium, ut ſapientes definiunt, niſi 
curam ſalutis alienz, Amm. Marc. xxix. 2. 


Finis enim juſti imperii, ut ſapientes docent, utilitas 
obedientium æſtimatur et ſalus. Id. xxx. 8. 


It is a noble concluſion of the Preſident Bradfhaw's 
Epitaph: ee” | | 
RRBELLION to TyRANTS 
Is oBEDIE NE to GOD. 
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tence imaginable. Beſides, ſhould this, or any 
parallel text, which 1 may have either undeſign- 
edly overlooked, or diſregarded as unimportant, 
appear to the reader of conſequence in the pre- 
ſent queſtion; he will do well in turn to conſi- 
der the evidences on the other fide, and to ba- 
lance his ſuſpicions againſt the direct and plain 
authorities, which have been before exhibited : 
and decide accordingly. 

A follower of the example and a ſubje& of the 
laws of Jeſus Chriſt will acquieſce in nothing 
but ſome action, or ſome precept, unequivocally 
declaratory of the intentions of his maker; and 
will adopt with heſitation the conduct of the 
multitude, without the precedent, and againſt the 
injunttions, of his only guide and teacher upon 
earth. 

But I wiſh the reader to underſtand, that I 
bave ſtated theſe objettions merely to ſatisfy the 
ſcrupulous, in oppoſition to my own judgement : 
becauſe nothing, as I conceive, can be more re- 
mote from the modern practice, than ſuch inſtan- 
ces, if even aſcertained beyond all power of 
diſpute, inſtead of yielding ſuch an obſcure and 
indeterminable teſtimony. It is the exceſs of 
puerility to build ſuch concluſions on ſuch pre- 
miſes. But the drowning wretch catches even 
at a ruſh for his preſervation. When I reſolve 
| | tO 
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to refute theſe allegations, I feel as much at a 
loſs, as he, who labours to illuſtrate an axiom in 


geometry. No intermediate ideas can be diſco- 


vered more clear and ſimple than thoſe of the 
aſſertion itſelf. The mind, that heſitates, is in- 
capable of information. | | 
So then I may reaſonably appeal to the patrons 
of ſocial worſhip to decide, whether their prac- 
tice be indeed ſufficiently authoriſed by the mere 
ſilence of the ſcriptures? Whether a duty of ſuch 
magnitude would have been left to the diſcretion 
of mankind, and appear in the world only as a 
mere political inſtitution, not eſſentially connected 
with Chriſtianity, nor enjoined by it? Ves; if this 
uſage be in truth ſq very conducive, as it is 
thought, to the interelts of religion, and ſo inſe- 
parable an appendage of it, I ſhould be glad, if 
any advocate could aſſign me a reaſon tolerably 
ſatisfactory why our Saviour ſhould omit a yos1- 
TIVE INJUNCTION of this great duty, or pre- 
ſcribe no regulations for the condutt of it, when 
his own practiſes, as recorded in the ſcriptures, 
wore an aſpett ſo unfavourable to it, and one 


object of the goſpel was the abolition of ceremonial 
obſervances? 
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SECTION IV. 


ON THE PRACTICE OF THE APOSTLES, 


The diſciple is not above his maſter : 
Nor the ſervant abovt his lord, Matt. x. 24. 


Nos, when we turn our attention to the prac- 
tice of the apoſtles, will the ſcriptures furniſh any 
information, in my opinion, ſufficient to au- 
thoriſe the cuſtom of public worſhip, as we prattiſe 
it, in oppoſition to the conduct and directions of 
our Saviour, who alone is the maſter and guide“ 
of Chriſtians. All that my reſearches have been 
able to diſcover relative to this ſubjeR, is either 
wholly conſiſtent with private worſhip, or from the 
peculiarity of it's circumſtances, or it's diſſimi- 
larity to what is now called ſocial worſhip, cannot 
with any cogency, or ſhew of reaſon, be prefſed 
into the ſervice of the cauſe, which I am com- 
bating. 

We are told by Lukef, that the apoſtles were 
continually in the temple, praiſing and bleſſing God. 


* Matt. xxili. 8 and 10. 


Tu pater, et rerum inventor ! tu patria nobis 
Sußpeditas præcepta. LUCRET. 
+ C. xxiv. v. 53. 
If 
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If each man went, like the phariſee and the pub- 
lican in the parable, to make his ſeparate oblation 
of praiſe and gratitude, and even of prayer, which 
yet is not mentioned; what has this to do with the 
public worſhip of our days? 

The apoſtles prayed at the election of a new 
aſſociate in the room of Fudas*. Will an ad- 
dreſs to the ſupreme Being, at ſo extraordinary 
a junQure, of half a minute long, be deemed by 
any man an adequate authority for the eſtabliſn- 
ment of ſocial prayer, perpetually recurring, on no 
particular urgency of occaſion, and long enough 
to tire the moſt unrelenting patience? Indeed, 
the fact is, you ſee nothing at ſuch places, with 
a few exceptions, but lolling, and gaping, and 
ſtretching, and leeping, and every additional 
ſymptom of wearineſs, independent of bowings, 
and greetings, and ſalutations, even among other- 
wiſe reſpectable and virtuous people: a clear 
demonſtration in my mind, that ſuch an uſage is 
by no means calculated for at leaſt the generality 


of mankind}. And it is a moſt pleaſing conſider- 
| ation 
Acts i. 24. 

+ Hippocrates has well ſaid, AmTaitwr® 9 Sui, covon, u 

ov palovoa, Ta Kerr Tein, De morb, vulg, vi. Zo 
A long experience of it's inutility, and the perpetual inat- 
tention of young people in particular, induced me to 
diſcontinue all family prayer whatever, I never ſaw any 
| F good, 
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ation to the lover of the goſpel, that this rule of 
life preſcribes no practices, but what experience 
and philoſophy unite in proving to be both ſalutary 
in themſelves and conſonant to the undepraved 


character of the mind of man. But we are, per- 


haps, too liberal in our conceſſions upon the paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture above quoted. It is no abſurd 
ſuppoſition, and one abundantly defenſible from 
other writers, that the evangelical hiſtorian means 
only to ſtate the general ſentiments of the apoſtles 
at that time, and the purport of the prayer, which 
they individually preſented to the Almighty. 

The ſame obſervations are applicable without 
reſerve to the other inſtances ſpecified below *. 
My ideas do not interfere with expreſſions of praiſe 
and gratitude in any circumſtances, when the 
occaſion, and eſpecially ſuch important occaſions, 
as thoſe in ſcripture connected with theſe examples, 
may call them forth; but what has this to do with 
ſocial worſhip at church or chapel ? The apoſtles, 
in all probability, prayed, for the moſt part, in 


good, but much harm, from it. Nothing can ſhock me more, 
than miſbehaviovur or ſupineneſs, in ſuch ſolemn commu- 
nications with the ſupreme Being or habitual depravity 
with ſtated times of worſhip! I reſolved, therefore, to 
diſregard no longer an injunction of my maſter, which 
is too much neglected in the world. Give not the ſacrifice to 
the dogs, nor caſt your pearls before ſwine, Matt. vii. 6. 

* ACtS ii. 42. iii. I, iv. 24. vi. 6. x. 2. Xili. g. 
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private, after the example and direction of 
their maſter*; and had no cuſtom at all ſimilar 
to modern prayer in a crouded congregation. 
When they went into the ſynagogues, they ated 
in conformity to the eſtabliſhed uſage of their 
countrymen : they read and expounded the ſcrip- 
tures, they taught the people, and diſputed with 
the ſcribes. Excellent edifying prattices! and 
every man, who takes upon himſelf the name of 
Chriſt, and profeſſes obedience to the laws of the 
goſpel, ſhould have the reſolution and uprightneſs 
to forſake his blind guides to follow him and his 
apoſtles in this path; the perfe& examples of 
evangelical diſcipline and dottrine. How ſhall 
we otherwiſe eſcape the application of that awful 
and pertinent appeal ? Why call ye me Lord! Lord! 
and do not the things, which I ſay f? 

But granting, for the ſake of argument, that 
public worſhip hike our's at this day, was cuſtomary 
among the apoſtles; would this be a ſufficient au- 
thority for us, without the example and againſt the 
injunctions of their maſter? What might be very 
proper in the infancy of the goſpel, may be in no 
wiſe neceſſary, nay may be very wRoNc, at a more 
advanced period of Chriſtianity. And this I moſt 
earneſtly inculcate; and requeſt the attention of 


* AQts x. g. + Luke vi. 49. 
F 2 the 
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the reader to this very important point. Who 
does not know, how frequently even the apoſtles 
were reproved for their groſs and inadequate ap— 
prehenſions of the nature of the Meſſiah and the 
quality of his diſpenſation? 7 have many things to 
ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Who has 
not read that faſting * and circumciſion , and all 
the ceremonies of the Jewiſſi ritual were continued 
by the apoſtles, whilſt the temple ſtood? But 
have our advocates for ſocial worſhip any incli- 
nation to be ciRcyuMcisED? And is FASTING a 
favourite diſcipline of their religion ? We there- 
fore henceforth know no man after the fleſh : yea 
though we have known Chriſt after the fleſh, yet now 
henceforth know we ham no more 5. 


Acts x. g0. xiii. 2. g. + Atts xvi. g. 

} In what I ſaid at this place of a former edition con- 
cerning the public worſhip of the Jews, though nothing to 
our purpoſe either way, I acknowledge myſelf to be miſ- 
taken, Their worſhip, howeyer, is liturgic, and ſo far in 
oppoſition to the indefenſible mode of the diſſenters. Be- 
ſides, it is probable, that no ſuch ſpecification of perſonal 
and temporal wants had any place in the Jewiſh devotions, 
as in thoſe of modern times, See Lightfoot, i. p. 720. ii. 
280, edit. Roterod. The ſame author ſays, p. 525. Mini- 
me negandum eſt fuiſle iis preces vel orationes petitionarias 
ſed copioſiores et numeroſiores erant benedictoriæ et dox- 
ologicæ. | | 
C 2 Cor. v. 16. 
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I do maintain then, that if any proof could 
be brought from the prattice of the apoſtles in 
Juſtification of ſuch public worſhip as the moderns 
celebrate (which can never be done) it would be 
nothing at all to the purpole of our condutt now. 
One may be of Paul, if he pleaſe; another of 
Apollos, and a third of Cephas : they muſt give 
me leave to be of CHRIST. When Tfaiah ſaid 
to the Jews, To what purpoſe is the multitude of 
your ſacrifices to me? I delight not in the blood of 
bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats: bring no 
more vain oblations; incenſe is as abomination to me: 
—if his countrymen had objected: * Did not 
« God enjoin, and our fathers praQtiſe, theſe 
« duties?“ he would have replied : * Thoſe per- 
formances were ſuited to the infancy of your 
religious ſtate; ye are become capable of a 
« more pure and ſpiritual religion: and Jehovah 
« requires now more ſuitable ſervices at your 
« hands“. - And ſuch is my reply at this day to 


the advocates for public worſhip upon the ſuppoſed 
precedent of the apoſtles. 


* This concluſion is evident alſo from the ceſſation of 
the TReocracy among the Jews; a clear demonſtration, that 
the Mofatc ſyſtem had performed it's offices, and was giv- 
ing way to a pure diſpenſation of religion, See Spencer 
de Legg. Heb. i. 1. f 2. 2, ; 
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CONCLUSION. 


Wuar ſhall we ſay to theſe things? And what 
is our general concluſion from them? If we he- 
fitate, let us liſten to the voice of our beſt in- 
ſtructor; and preſs his words again and again on 
our meditation : The hour cometh, when ye ſhall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, wor- 


ſhip the father. The true worſhippers ſhall worſhup 


the father in ſpirit and in truth ; for the father 


feeketh ſuch to worſhip him*. All forms, all ce- 


remonies, all external obſervances of religion what- 
ever, are means only at beſt to an end , that may 
| be 


* John iv. 21. 23. 


Aowparoy To Dior, x,, TOA Jiri xas Thy Puoiey avrov, N 


TOu e h &TWhATY TECI PE uv, TOUTES Oba urn a The TOU You 
»aIapryr©-. Schol. Oppian. 


+ Agxn yae To ors" nat, 1 TovTo @auroTo Egxourrug, oder vg 
deneti Tov oTs, Ariſtot, Eth. Nic. i. 4. 

T. del Arytiy Tov lage Ie, Tor in br extivor, Tor 
h,, Tov Onaiovy Tor DeootCn; Th; tis axgor evorbtias avTY xa 
Sacre rig &ec% GATE mW, pants YE Toa Muwoews TALAYYEN LATE , 
eudapw:, AM LaCcarou nuts e rνν ονε , 9 TWO- ann; Tov- 
daixng ehenoJgnoxnac QuAary ; mole, TesoSuTtgw Toig Xgevois Muots, 
xa Th, X&AT avTo vouobeoiag yerouery, Euſeb. dem. ev. i. 6. 
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be accompliſhed without them. Many of the 
Pythagoreans, Platoniſts, and other philoſophers of 
antiquity, abundantly exceeded in purity of prin- 
ciple, in ſanctity of life, in benevolence of man- 
ners, in the government of their paſſions, by far 


the majority of the moſt exemplary Chriſtians; to 


whom religious ceremonies were deſpicable, and 
public worſhip was unknown.—AIll oſtentatious 
exhibitions of piety and devotion, appear not 


only irreconcileable to the true character of Cxriſ- 


tianity, but are immediately calculated to coun- 
teract it's genuine effects. Whilſt Fabius is gone 
to Rome to attend the ſacriſice, the army is expoſed 


& After the revolt of Jeroboam and the ten tribes, there 
% were many devout and religious perſons in IJſrael; and 
yet we find not, that they uſed the outward form of wor- 
5 ſhip, which was commanded. Elias and Elifha, two 
ce great prophets in Jſrael, did they ever go up to Jeruſalem 
to worſhip ? Obadtah, one that feared the Lord exceed- 
ingly; the ſeven thouſand which bowed not their knees 


Lal 


. 


** 


* 


© to Baal; when came they up to the temple to offer? 
*© Why meaſure we God by ourſelves? and becauſe we 
& are led with gay ſhews, think it ſo with God? A puppet- 


5 


** 


player and dancer in Rome, becauſe he pleaſed the peo- 
ple well, was wont to go up every day into the capitoh 
& and dance before Jupiter, and thought he did the god a 
great pleaſure.” Beloved! in many things we are like 
© unto this puppet-player; and do much meaſure God by 


. 


LA 


La 


LA, 


the people, by the world,” Joun HaLes., 


to 
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to the attacks of Hannibal, and the whole ſtate 
endangered, Theſe viſible and material ſervices 
have a tendency, inſeparable from their nature, 
and extremely operative on feeble minds, to 
transfer devotion to mere femblances from the 
life and heart *; to inculcate a perſuaſion, never 
to be done away, whilſt humanity is unchanged, 
that outward performances may atone for immoral. 
zty; that ſomething, beſides inward holineſs and 
active benevolence, can recommend us to the 
favour of that God, who looketh not on the outward 
appearance, but on the heartF. The moſt high dwell- 
et not in temples made with hands, but in the fleſh 
ly ſanctuary of a meek and holy ſpirit. Such 
Chriſtians are but Iſraclites ſtill with a mere change 
of name: and have undergone no more than the 
transformation ſo happily deſcribed by the poet: 
A Peter's keys a chriſten'd Fove adorn, 
And Pan to Mofes lends his golden horn. 

The demure hypocrite , who paſles fix days in 
the habitual diſregard of God and goodneſs, on 
the 


* Chriſtianam religionem, abſolutam et ſimplicem, anili 
ſuperſtitione confundens. Ann, Marc. 

Religion 1s killed by being cheriſhed over much; and 
there is no where ſo much infidelity, as in thoſe countries 
where there is moſt appearance of devotion, 

Oc pEN's SERMONS, 


+ 1 Sam. Xvi. 7. 
} See Clem. Alex. Strom. vii. 7. Nihil enim ſana et 
ſingularis illa majeſtas aliud ab homine deſiderat, quam ſo- 
lam 
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the ſeventh day, ſmites his breaſt, lifts up his hand 
and eye in all the mimickry of devotion; and re- 
turns, after this diſpenſing propitiation of long pray- 
ers and geſticulations, with additional vigour to his 
impurities “. And cannot the truly religious and 
upright man content himſelf with the conſciouſ- 
neſs of his integrity and the cognizance of his 
maſter, without meeting once a week to trumpet 
his devotion to the world? A grand object of our 
Saviour's miſſion was to eſtabliſh human virtue on 
the baſis of an immortality, and a future judgement. 
This ſhould be our rule of life. All but this are 
trifles and deluſion : and this is wholly indepen- 
dent of ſabbaths, public worſhip, and the ceremonies 
of external devotion. Away then with theſe 
wretched remains of barbarity and Fuda:ſm ! Away 
with theſe beggarly elements, from the profeſſion of 


lam innocentiam: quam fi quis obtulerit Deo, ſatis pie, 
ſatis religioſe litavit. Homines autem, neglectà juſtitia, 
cum ſint omnibus flagitiis ac ſceleribus inquinati, religioſos 
ſe putant, ſi templa et aras hoſtiarum e cruenta- 
verint. LAerAxrius. 

* Such ſabbatical Chriſtians . one of Martial's Cella: ; 

Amiſſum non flet, cum ſola eſt Gellia, patrem: 
Si quis adeſt, juſſæ proſiliunt lachryma, 

Non dolet hic, quiſquis laudari, Gellia, quærit; 
Ille dolet vere, qui ſine teſte dolet. 

+ Extirpanda eſt confuetudo, quæ legem habeat recla- 
mantem ; quæ potius corruptela vocanda eſt: neque enim, 
quæ barbaries admiſit, fovenda ſunt, ſed, quæ pervertity 
vindicanda. Sanct. Min. 


E true 
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true Chriſtians ! How Jong are we to be nurtured, 
like babes, with the mk only of the goſpel? In vain 
have we hailed the riſing of the fun of righteouſneſs, 
if we continue walking in the night of infant ſuper- 
ſition, or in the malignant twilight of immature 
and unreformed Chriſlianity. Let uss, the ſpiritual 
worſhippers of the UNIVERSAL $P1R1T! have no 
morefellowſhip with theſe dangerous and unfruitful 
praQtices, the produce of groſs conceptions, un- 
initiated in the myſteries of the goſpel, and ex- 
changing the vital warmth of piety for the fever of 
fanaticiſm. We were once darkneſs, but are now 
lig lit in the Lord. Let us walk as children of the 
lightf. WE will make every day d sABBAT H, 
by ſanctifying every thought and action of our 
lives, as in the preſence of an all-ſeeing ſpirit, and 
as expecting the ſentence of his tribunal : not 
with the leaven of hypocritical formalities and the 
parade of miſguided ſuperſtition. Let thoſe, whom 
education has enabled to inform mankind, and 


* Hic tritiſſima via et celeberrima maxime decipit. Nihil 
ergo magis præ ſtandum eſt, quam ne, pecorum ritu, ſequa- 
mur antecedentium gregem, pergentes non qua eundem eſt, 
ſed qua itur. Atquinulla ies nos majoribus malis implicat, 
quam quod-ad rumorem componimur; optima rati ea, quæ 
magno aſſenſu recepta ſunt, quorumque exempla nobis 
multa ſunt; nec ad rationem, ſed ad ſimilitudinem, vivimus, 
SENECA, | | 
+ Eph. v. g. BY 
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inclination directed to the ſervice of the goſpel, 
employ their hours in ſtudying the volume of 
the revealed will of God with unleayened affec. 
tions, and a ſingle eye; in expoundinlg the wonders 


of the divine law to their poor and unlearned breth- 


ren; for whom Chriſt alſo, in his generation, 
preached the gofgel*, Thus will they become fel- 
low-labourers in the ſame vineyard with Chriſt and 
with God; and by the true means, infinitely more 
than by prayers, bapti ſms, and facraments, accelerate 
the general reformation of mankind; an achieve. 
ment to be accomplithed by this proceſs only. 

They, that make men wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the 
brightneſs of the firmament; and they, that turn 


many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever. 


* Matt, X. 1. 5, 
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Of J. Deighton, Holborn, may be had the following Books 
by the ſame Author, 


1. P. VIRGILII Maxox1s Georgicon, Lib. 4. Cantabri- 
giz, typis et ſumptibus Academicis. 1788. boards, gs. 6d. 

2. PoENMATA, Latine partim ſcripta partim reddita, quibus acce- 
dant quædam in Q. Horatium Flaccum Obſervationes Critice ; 
4to, 1276 fut, 28. : : 

g. 4 New Tranſlation” of the Goſpel of St. Matthew, with 
Notes, Critical, Philological, and Explanatory. 1781, 40. 
boards, 10s. 6d. 2 ; 

4. An Enquiry into the Opinions of the Chriſtian Wri- 
ters of the firſt Centuries, concerning the Perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 1784, 8v0. boards, 48. : 

5. An Eſſay on Inſpiration, conſidered chiefly with re- 
ſpe& to the Ev angeliſts, 1781, ſewed, 25, 6d 
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Lift of Publications; 


6. Four Marks of Antichriſt, is. | 
7. A plain and ſhort Account of the Nature of Baptiſm ac- 
cording to the New Teſtament, with a curſory Remark 
on Confirmation and the Lord's Supper. 6d. | 
8. A Sermon preached at Richmond, in Surry, July 29; 
1784, a public Thankſgiving-Day. 6d. | 
9. Remarks on Dr. Hortley's Ordination Sermon, in a 
Letter to the Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter. 1778, 4d. 
10 A New Tranſlation of thoic Paris only of the New 
Teſtement, which are wrongly tranſlated in our com- 
mon Verſion. 1789, 2s. 6d. 
Remarks on the Internal Evidences of the Chriſtian 
Religion. 1789, 2s. 6d. 
A Letter to the Lord Biſhop of St. David's, on Occa- 
ſion of a Pamphlet relative to the Liturgy and Articles 
of the Church of England, aſcribed to him. 1790, 18. 
Directions for Students in Theology. 4d. 
A Tranſlation of the New Teſtament, with Notes, 
vol. 8vo. boards, 11. 1s. - 
Silva Critica : five in Auctores ſacros profanoſque com- 
mentarius philologicus. Cantabrigiz, typiset ſumpti- 
bus Academicis. 1789, boards, gs. 6d. 
Ditto, Part ii, 1790, 3s. 6d. 
Ditto, Part iii, 1792, 3s. bd. 
Short Strictures on Dr. Prieſtley's Letter to a Young 
Man concerning Mr. Wakefield's Treatiſe on Publie 
Worſhip. 1792, bd. 
A General Reply to the Arguments againſt the Enqui- 
ry into Public Worſhip. 1792, 6d. 
Memoirs of the Author's Life, written by himſelf, with 
a ßortrait. 1792, boards, bs. 


Alſs fold by G. Kearſly, No. 46, Fleet- Street. 
The Pocms of Mr. GRA, with Notes, 8vo. 


Alſo fold by J. Johnſon, St. Paul's Church-Yard. 
An Addreſs to the Inhabitants of Nottingham, with an 
Appendix, on the SubjeR of the Teſt Laws, 18, 


